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Critical Thinking in Careers Lecture Series 

This fall, the Division of Academic Success is hosting a Critical 
Thinking in Careers lecture series featuring various faculty and 
college leaders from across disciplines and departments. Dr. Jeff 
Allbritten is the next featured presenter; he will discuss critical 
thinking in higher education on Monday October 13th. Each session 
in the lecture series is available to students on all campuses via 
Polycom. To see complete details for the fall Critical Thinking in 
Careers lecture series, visit http://fswfye.blogspot.com/   

Keynote: Meet Generation NeXt; 
Understanding Today's Learners in the 
Innovative Educational Environment 
Multigenerational Classroom 
 

Keynote Speaker Information: 
Dr. Mark Taylor is an award winning speaker 
who recognized internationally as educator, 
expert and consultant who is on the forefront 
of transformations in educational practice and 
workplace management. As an authority on 
the traits, developmental issues and learning 
outcomes of today's students, he is dedicated 
to helping colleges and universities better 
understand and serve our students for 
learning, development, persistence and 
successful integration into the "after college" 
world.  

Guest Speaker Information: 
Kevin C. Clarke is the Program Coordinator for 
Faculty Development and Assessment with 
University 101 Programs at the University of 
South Carolina. In addition to his role with 
University 101 Programs, Kevin serves as a 
Contributing Educator to The New York Times 
in the First-Year, as the Co-Chair of the Division 
of Students Affairs and Academic Support's 
Professional Development Team, as a member 
of the NODA Databank Advisory Committee, 
and teaches 1-2 classes each semester, 
including: UNIV 101: The Student in the 
University, UNIV 401b: Preparing for a Career 
in Higher Education/Students Affairs, and EDLP 
520: The Teacher as Manager. 

Why did you choose to teach SLS 1515?  
There are so many things I missed when I first started college. By teaching this class, I 
have the opportunity to start at the very beginning and make sure my students are 
prepared for this next phase in their lives. I try to remember what it was like to be in 
college for the first time, and not take anything for granted when teaching first year 
students. 

How did the course change you?  
Teaching this course helped me to see how 
faculty, administrators, and staff have to 
function as one system to create a positive 
educational experience for our students. I 
believe it is so easy to focus on just the part 
we play in this process. Covering the content 
in the course forced me to build valuable 
networks with faculty, staff, and 
administrators in student services.  In doing 
so, I can be a better mentor for the students 
in my classes.    

What do you enjoy most about teaching the class?   
A Psychology professor came up to me last week and said, "I 
don't know what you are doing over there in those Cornerstone 
classes, but my students have been amazing this semester. They 
are all coming to class, they are on time, and they have all their 
materials!" Impacting my students and having another professor 
tell me that this class is changing students' behaviors is truly what 
I enjoy most! 
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Peer Architects 

This year we had started to offer 
honors sections on Cornerstone 
Experience with special topics in 

Social Justice, Communication 
Ethics, Education, Psychology, and 

Civic Engagement.  

Students enrolled in the SLS 1515 Cornerstone Experience classes have been busy this semester. The photos featured across the top are of 
Professor Ottman’s SLS 1515 class making tie dye t-shirts. Professor Ottman’s Cornerstone class is a linked class. The students in her 
Cornerstone Experience class are also in her Biology lecture and Biology lab. Several of the Honors Cornerstone classes have completed the 
ALS Ice Bucket Challenge. Watch the video below to see a few of the classes complete the challenge.  

Honors Special Interest Topics 
 

Civic Engagement, Communication Ethics, Education, 
Psychology, & Social Justice 

We would like to welcome  faculty, staff, and administrations into new roles. 

                           First Year Experience                         fye@FSW.edu                          www.FSW.edu/fye 

Students, faculty, and staff volunteered at the Beach Clean-Up on September 20, 2014. The office of Student Life hosted the event, 195 FSW 
participants volunteered. 132 of the volunteers are students in the Cornerstone Experience class volunteering approximately 400 hours. 


